
North Dakota’s Vision Zero 

Initiative



Today’s training is brought to you by the                  

North Dakota Department of Transportation and Vision 

Zero North Dakota



Presentation Agenda:

- 8:30 - 8:35 a.m. - Welcome and Introductions

- 8:35 - 9:05 a.m. - Policy Advocacy / Education / Lobbying / The E’s of Injury Prevention

- 9:05 - 9:45 a.m. - North Dakota’s Legislative Process / Providing Testimony

- 9:45 - 10:00 a.m. - BREAK

- 10:00 - 10:20 a.m. - Navigating the ND Legislative Council Website / Capitol Tour

- 10:20 - 12:00 noon - Effective Policy Communication

- 12 - 12:30 p.m. - LUNCH

- 12:30 - 1:00 p.m. - When a Bill Becomes a Law:  Next Steps

- 1:00 - 1:20 p.m. - Primary Seat Belt Law in North Dakota

- 1:20 - 2:00 p.m. - Questions and Answers

Training Session Logistics



- Ryan Gellner - North Dakota Association of Counties

- Aaron Birst - North Dakota Association of Counties 

- Scott Hennen - The Flag/WZFG

- Gene LaDoucer - AAA-The Auto Club Group

- Senator Scott Meyer - North Dakota Legislature

- Shane Goettle - Odney

- Don Larson - Odney

- Carma Hanson - Safe Kids Grand Forks

Thanks to our presenting partners:



- Build capacity to participate in policy advocacy during the North 

Dakota legislative session.

- Enhance knowledge of advocacy on the local, state and federal level.

- Create a network of passionate and well-trained advocates/partners 

to help address public policy issues critical to North Dakota.

Training Objectives



Carma Hanson , Coordinator - Safe Kids Grand Forks



The Importance of Legislative Advocacy



Advocacy vs. Lobbying



● Speaking on behalf of 

yourself

● Speaking on behalf of your 

agency/business

● What if you can’t LOBBY? 

(as per your business 

directive)

Advocacy vs. Lobbying?



• Promote “best practice” standards

• Serve as a tool for education

• Capture a % of the population that only 

comply due to the fear of “getting caught”

• Speaks to the importance/effectiveness of 

the action

Policy changes can influence the behavior of 

a large group of people.

Why Advocate - Legislate



Policy vs. Politics



● Areas to impact city policy
● City Council

● Church Council

● Parent Teachers’ Organization

● Businesses

● School District

Citywide Policy



● Legislature (laws)

● Statewide Agencies

● Professional Organizations

● State Associations (NDMA, NDNA)

Statewide Policy



● Congress and Senate

● National Associations

● National Professional Organizations

Federal Policy



The Importance of Legislative Advocacy



Education



Engineering



Environment



Encouragement



Emergency Medical Services (EMS)



Evaluation



Enactment & Enforcement



Gene LaDoucer - Director of Public Affairs

The Auto 

Club Group

Navigating the North Dakota Legislative Website



• Session Information
– Calendar; key dates

• Members of House/Senate
– Finding legislators

– Contact information

• Standing Committees
– Committee members

– Hearing schedules

• Bills
– Activity and tracking

• Floor votes
– Streaming video

Information Hub: Legislative Website



Where does the Governor stand once the law is passed?

Planning For When the Bill Passes

● Don’t go through all the work 

in the legislature if you don’t 

know where the Governor 

stands on the 

issue/legislation.



Have a plan in place if/when the legislation passes:

Planning For When the Bill Passes

• Consider the effective date based 

on the ability to carry out the 

necessary arrangements.



Communication Plan:

• Printed materials / Web site / On-

line Reporting

• Signage

• Supplies / equipment

• Personnel training or education

• Media

Planning For When the Bill Passes



Getting those that will enforce 

the law on board:

• Education

• Warning period

• Agency communication

• Understanding the impact

Planning For When the Bill Passes



Planning For When the Bill Passes

● Bill sponsors

● Those voting in support of 

the legislation

● Those that testified in 

support of the bill

● Families involved

● Coalition agencies / 

businesses / partners



Carma Hanson, MS, RN
Coordinator – Safe Kids Grand Forks

Grand Forks, ND

E-mail:  chanson@altru.org / safekids@altru.org

Phone:  701.780.1872 (office)

701.739.1591 (cell)

Web site: www.safekidsgf.com

Facebook:  Safe Kids Grand Forks

Contact Information

mailto:chanson@altru.org
mailto:safekids@altru.org
http://www.safekidsgf.com/
http://www.safekidsgf.com/


Question & Answer Period

?



Do SOMETHING. Do ANYTHING.  Just don’t 
do NOTHING at all!!

● Use your resources.

● Start somewhere.

● Keep at it.

● Don’t let getting overwhelmed keep you 
from doing anything at all!!



How can you help?

Please email us at:  safekids@altru.org

❏ Lobby

❏ Testify

❏ Letter to your legislators

❏ Calls to your legislators

❏ Educate your community / team

❏Other?? 

Let’s Get Connected

mailto:safekids@altru.org


Thank you!!

● To our presenters

● To our host agency

● To our advocacy partners

● To you, our attendees 


